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federal governmer > help with that, it’s the biggest gap in
the entire recovery process. Other initiatives, like Branding
& M¢ xeting, ¢ =zating a sense of place, I’'ve gotten

confirmation from a consultant that I had done business with
before that is in planning and development and they’ve agreed
to come down and take the Marketing Plan and the “randing
that’s underway right now and turning that into a design
manual, 1it’s a very public process, so that we can see, “ok,
now that we are rebuilding, why don’t we all leverage our
resources, all governmental entities, businesses and other
volunteer groups, all towards the same effort of branding the
community, banners, coloration, style, things like that”.
There is also a section about rebuilding attractions in
downtown Rockport and Fulton. One of the things that is new to
11s area is diversifying the economy, tourism is always going
to be number one, but are there scme other things that v can
do, are there some other target businesses within the
community that we need to look at? Those are pretty much the
highlights of the different areas, so what I would like is for
you to take a look at this, study it, please call me, I'm
happy to meet anytime and answer guestions. In about three
weeks maybe we can come back and see if there is consideration
of adopting the document.
Judge Mills: Our Long Term Recovery Team has done an exc llent
job working in the last few months, not only as a team, but
getting organizers and volunteers across the county and they
have been as much help as the team. Thank you for all y 1

have done and thank your team for me.

. Joel Thomas, Attorney on the Opioid Epidemic/Opioid Addiction

Crisis and potential litigation thereof: I’'d like to introduce
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Simon Purnell with Phipps, Deacon, Purnell, PLLC out of San
Antonio, he’s actually the one who will be giving the

p itation. Simon Purr .1: Good morning and thank you for
having us, Joel and I have got together trying to learn about
the isst we are dealing with in the Coastal Bend Area and we
hope that you will join us in this opiocid litigation. I’11
give you a brief overview, this started back in 1980 when
opiolds became a take home option and behind all of that was
the movement by the pharmaceutical industry trying to ¢ - take
home opicids. You had Oxycodone, which you would get in the
hospital and you had OxyContin that was created so that you
could take opioids when you went home. Initially, it was for
end cf life issues, people with cancer, Alzheimer’s, things
like that and it was great. The Pharmaceutical companies got
it through and made a fair amount of money on it, but { 1t
like they wanted to expand it intc what I call orthopedic
patients, back surgery, shoulder surgery and such and t /
would give you the opiates and you would be able to take them
home. My personal experience was with back surgery and
OxyContin, and I remember losing two days of my life because 1T
don’t remember any of it, but my wife is a phys zian and she
kind of noted the issue and took me off of it immediately, but
that’s kind of what’s been going on, you go to the doctor and
they prescribe these drugs and it doesn’t seem that nefarious
on the surface, but once you start digging into it you see
what’s happened nationwide, you’ll understand why there is
this i¢ 5 and why tl 5 7 _tigation has started. My firm
represents Bexar, Nueces, and San Patricioc Counties among
others, but those are the ones that I think are more related
to us. There 1s what we call multi-district litigation

already, 1it’s where pecple file their lawsuits and it ends up
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in Federal court and then it just gets shoved over to where it
is now, in Ohio. The Judge up there is making decis >ns,
pretrial, on what 1ould happen, sort of the commonality of
issues is being addressed and everybody has come to the table
and essentially there is recognition on both sides that there
is a problem, the Opioid industry is definitely impressive,
there are about fifty defendants on the other side and then,
as of this week, there are more than 200 different
governmental entities that are involved in the litigation.
That’s ¢ 1erally what’s going on, so why 1s it nefarious that
people are blaming the Opioid manufacturers and distributors,
why i1s i1t not a personal issue, you know, someone’s just an
addict that’s their problem, why is there a litigation
associated with that? And it’s really because of the
documentation that’s out there, that shows how the Opic
industry misrepresented the addictive nature of these drugs
and 1t started with a very short article in the New England
Journal of Medicine in the mid 1980’s. That article is now a
group citation to thousands of articles that they are using in
going out and training physicians that this is the wrong way
to go instead of going to physical therépy. Part of the goal
is to stop this and the other part of the goal is to pay back
the communities for what they are out and it differs county to
county. Our big pitch is that some Judge in Ohio 1s not going
to know what the issues are here in this area, he can give us
the general control over the case as far as what inforn ton
needs to be =vec¢ >:d or exchanged but ultimately it ha:s > be
local because it’s a local issue. We know in Aransas County,
both Joel and I do criminal defense, so we are aware of the
issue and it’s bad. The problem is similar to the tobacco

litigation, 1t got addressed at a national level, all of the
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stat 5 got involved and there was a huge settlement that was
assoclated with that. The tobacco companies had to stop doing
some of the things they were doing up until that point, and >
the advertising changed, they weren’t targeting the teens
anymore, and a substantial amount of money was put 1in these
funds that, not too sure if Aransas County is still receiving
any of that but that’s kind of what we are talking about, 1it’s
similar to that except that tobacco didn’t have the criminal
component, tobacco was just sort of a personal issue, you
smoke and then you have the problems associated with that, but
you generally don’t go out commit crimes. What we’ve seen with
Opioids, you have a perfectly normal engineer, a police
officer, I have a close friend who was v :-h Homeland Security
who ended up on Opioids and went from being what I would
consider being a very good contributing member of society and
eventually ending up as a bane on society, because once he ran
out of doctors who would give him the medication he had to go
the black market, and there is a fair amou of diversion
associated with these drugs meaning it goes into the community
and then disappears on the black market but even then they run
out of that option and then they turn to heroin and Opioids
are considered the gateway drug to heroin and we know what the
heroin problem is, particularly around here. So that’s 1e
global picture of what we’re talking about, the cost to the
commur .y, why the County has its own representation is trying
to get back the amount of money spent on indigent healthcare
and indigent ci1’' "1 defense costs. Then there are the law
enforcement 1issues, the calls that they and EMS are sent out
on, an anti-opioid drug Narcan is administered to the overdose
victim which used to cost about $8.00 and is now about $90.00

and surprisingly this drug is manufactured by the same people
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who manufactures the Opicid. Our gocal is for the litige mn
process to be budget neutral to the county, it will cos ‘he
county nothing because 1) we dc 1t on a contingency basis and
2) we are financing the entire litigation which I think is
important especially for counties like Aransas County because
of the issues you’ve been going through lately and ther will
be a recovery just because of the fact that its an MDL, a
Mult = District " ‘tigation. Conversations at the table are very
candid from both sides, you normally don’t hear Federal Judges
speaking the way this Judge is speaking, he’s got a few cases
of his own in the district and I'm trying those cases next
year, you guys are gcing toc resclve these issues this year,
the battle this week vs. with the DEA last week, we werl
talking to them about how they release certain info: ition
regarding the tracking of the drugs which is part of the
problem with the whole diversion issue, they are trying to
give us as much information as they can, but there’s a f jht
as tc when they should begin to release it, these little
battles are happening right ncw, which i1s good because then
we’ll be able to track a lot of the information, particularly
like in Aransas County, what drugs are coming in and where are
they going. There are general statistics and in the packet
you’ll see we’ve got a section Jjust for the Coastal Bend and
the impact on the Cocastal Bend and particular to Aransas
County we kncw that you have one of the highest prescri icn
rates for all of the counties, maybe Victoria exceeded us on a
couple of the years. It’s remarkable to think, why woculd some
cutfit "rom New England target us this way, well they did and
it’s happened, and its reflected in the prescription rate. A
let of stuff is underreported and that’s what we’re

discovering as we go through this process. So our goal 1is
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1 1lly trying to stay out of Fe ":r¢” Cou z, we don’t tt k it
is a federal issue, it’s a local issue and the way we’re doing
that is the distributors, one of the bigger distributors has
an entity that’s a local defendant in a sense that they are
from Texas or at least that entity is in Texas, so it disrupts
what we call diversity jurisdiction which would allow this to
end up in Federal Court and the only way that it would end up
in Federal Court, but if you disrupt that diver:s Ly you can
file the case as the county in a district court in this county
havihg a Judge from this county and they understand our issues
and you get a "~ »>ci:” Jjury to hear the case, so that’s our goal,
so in theory we should be able to get this resolved, but we
can’t do that without your approval. Ultimately the questions
are ttl . 1) Does Aransas County want to get involved? And
2) Does Aransas County want to hire our firm? And that’s what
we will be asking you possibly on the next agenda but we just
wanted to get this presentation in now to kind of get : to

your heads so you can think about it.

COANIQTATT TTTMQ

Motion was made by Commissioner Olsen and seconded by

Commissioner Chaney to approve:

3.

4.

Minutes from the Regular Meeting of February 12, 2018, and
Special Meeting of February 15, 2018.

Acknowledge receipt of and record in the mint 5 of
Commissioners Court a Certificate of Education Traininy from
the Texas Justice Court Training Center for Judge Diana :Ginnis
who completed the mandated 20 hours of Judicial Ed :ation,
required of all Justices of the Peace, on February 11 - February

14, 2108 in Austin, TX.
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5.

Quest " >n. Mot " on carried unanimously.

It is so ordered.

rS

Motion was made by Commissioner Olsen and seconded by
Commissioner Casterline to approve the 4% Quarter Report and
December 2017 Financial Report for the Aguarium at Rockport
Harbor.

Question. Motion carried unanimously.

It is so ordered.

. Moticon was made by Commissioner Chaney and seconded by

Commissioner Olsen to approve accepting a donation made to
Aransas County for Tiger Field improvements received from

" inebarger, Goggan, Blair and Sampson, LLP Attorneys at Law in
the amount of $1000.

Question. Motion carried unanimously.

It 1s so ordered.

. Motion was made by Commissioner Casterline and seconded by

Commissioner Olsen to approve accepting a donation made to
Aransas County for the Juvenile Case Manager Fund for clothing
for the students of Aransas County I.S.D. & C.I.S., received
from Ms. Eilene Markel and the Shady Qaks Ladies of Rockpo:

in the amount of $500.

Question. Motion carried unanimously.

It 1s so ordered.

. Motion was made by Commissioner Stiles and seconded by

Commissioner Olsen to approve accepting a donation made to
Aransas County for the Juvenile Case Manager Fund for clothing
for the students of Aransas County I1.S.D. & C.I.S., rec Lved
from James L. Borcherding in the amount of $100.

Question. Motion carried unanimously.
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13.

14.

15.

16.

It is so ordered.

Motion was made by Commissioner Chaney and seconded by
Commissioner Casterlir to approy preliminary approval of an
Alleyway closure in Block 334 of the Manning Addition.
Question. Motion carried unanimously.

It is so ordered.

Motion was made by Commissioner Casterline and seconded by
Commissioner Chaney to approve preliminary approval of an
Alleyway closure in Block 319 of the Manning Addition.
Question. Motion carried unanimously.

It is so ordered.

Motion was made by Commissioner Olsen and seconded by
Commissioner Casterline to approve authorizing the County
Judge to sign an Agreement between Aransas County and Mott
MacDonald Engineering for Engineering services related to
Coastal Resiliency Initiative.

Question. Motion carried unanimously.

It is so ordered.
TTTTTTIE ' OFFICE

Mot " >n was made by Commissioner Casterline and seconded by
Commissioner Chaney to approve the December 2017 and January
2018 Treasurer’s Report.

Question. Motion carried unanimously.

It 1is so ordered.



_ >mm: Lor ot - ;1 1 1 ‘ J1_

7.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Motion was made by Commissioner Olsen and seconded by
Commissioner Stiles to approve the 4th Quarterly Investments
Report.

Question. Motion carried unanimously.

It is so ordered.

Mot " >n was made by Commissioner Casterline and seconded by
Commissioner Chaney to approve Resolution #R-02-2018 approving
the Aransas County Investment Policy (yearly review).
Question. Motion carried unanimously.

It is so ordered.

Motion was made by Commissioner Olsen and seconded by
Commissioner Chaney to approve Resolution #R-03-2018 approving
Inve: nent Officers.

Question. Motion carried unanimously.
It is so ordered.

Motion was made by Commissioner Chaney and seconded by
Commissioner Casterline to approve Resolution #R-04-2018
approving the Broker/Dealer list.

Question. Motion carried unanimously.
It is so ordered.

Motion was made by Commissioner Olsen and seconded by
Commissioner Chaney to approve Budget Line Item Transfers.
Question. Motion carried unanimously.

It is so ordered.

Motion was made by Commissioner Casterline and seconded by
Commissioner Olsen to approve Accounts Payable and
Payroll/Payroll Liabilities.

Question. Motion ca:i ' =:d unar nnously.

It is so ordered.
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